Smaller than the palm of a hand, baby olive ridley
sea turtles will reach 2 to 212 feet long and weigh
80 to 110 pounds. Volunteers help Platanitos Sea
Turtle Camp workers release hundreds of the new

hatchlings during late summer and early fall.
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d k baby sea turtles not much bigger than silver
a r _g ra y dollars claw at the sides of plastic bins,
scrambling over each other like a litter of hungry puppies. A few hours ago,
the hatchlings cracked out of their golf ball-size eggs. Volunteers place the
cager little creatures into travel tubs. Their journey to the sea has begun.

Here on Mexico’s Pacific Coast, 70 miles north of Puerto Vallarta, a
group of dedicated workers has gathered at Platanitos Sea Turtle Camp to
experience a south-of-the-border excursion that’s hardly typical. For this
trip, travelers trade lounge chairs and pina coladas for roll-up-your-sleeves,
down-and-dirty labor.

Work? On vacation? Believe it. The goal of this getaway is to help
hundreds of tiny turtles make it safely to the ocean. It’s rewarding, and
good for you in a way that a full-service spa can never be. “I saw many
beautiful sunsets,” says Susan Peacock of Golden, Colorado, “but the most
thrilling sight was the turtles swimming out to sea in the fading light.”

"This evening, Hermilo Esparza, a lead technician for the camp, greets _
volunteers. They include half a dozen boisterous teenagers who arrive from
a nearby village via pickup truck. Tonight’s task: releasing the baby turtles.

The camp occupies a section of beach belonging to Playa Las Tortugas,
a hybrid eco-resort and second-home development. When American
developer Rob Hancock purchased a 22-acre beachside coconut plantation
in 1996, sea turtle conservation was in its infancy. Rob wanted to help revive
the flagging population, so he donated property for the camp and helped

establish the nonprofit center. A bare-bones staft of Mexican biologists,
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